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SESSH DDD 


>? Soi eb iþ 


THE 


PREFACE 


to the 


READER. 


Mongſt all o- 
ther DoGriners, 
this of Provi- 


dence ( though it do 
properly belong to 
Natzrall Theology, yet) 
is of as Univertal con- 
cerament, both for 
knowledge and pra- 
Giſe, as any other 


Az 


point, 


_— — —— - ———— 


— cc. 


| | Tothe Reader. 


| point,in Chriſtian Di- 
vIniny. 

The very Heathen 
have acknowledged, 
| not onely a Univerſal 

providence of God, 
| which puts the general 
' kinds of things into a 
regular way of work- 
'ing, But his particular 
| providence likewiſe, 


— = 
1 


_ — cc 


| which takes care of 
| Individual perſons 
and ations. Why elſe 
| | do all religions oblige 

men to pray unto 
him, and to expect his 
ſpeciall afliſtance, in 
every kind of want or 
neceſlitie ? 


Put | 


—T 


[| 


— — — 


—_— 
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[acknowledged in the 


| To the Reader. wW 


_— 


But now, though | 
this common princi- 
ple be ſo univerſally 


Notion of it , yet men 
are generally very 
—_—— in the pra- 
dicall application of 
it, to particular times 
and conditions 3 And 
ſo looſe that comfort 
and ſatisfaction that 
may be reaped from 
it, | 
It is the chief aime 
and bulincfle of this 
Diſcourlſe,to convince 
and quicken men un- 
to this dutie , as being 
by ſo'much the more 


A + {ea- 


— " —_—— 


—_@_— 


—_ 


| TotheReader. 


ſeaſonable for theſe 
times , by how much 
the preſent troubles 
and confufions do 
now call upon us for 
it. 

It cannot but occa- 
fion ſome ſuggeſtions 
of Diftidence and In- 
fidelitie, ro conſider 
thoſe many ltrange 
revolutions and chan- 
ges in the world, 
which in outward ap- 

arance, ſeem ſo full 
of diſorder and wilde 
contingenciess And 
therfore it muſt needs 
be of ſpeciall conſe- 
quence for a man to 

have 


To the Reader. | 


| have his heart efta-; 

blifhed in the know- | 
ledge and belief of this 
truth here inſiſted up- 
on 


In all ages of the! pal. 73. 


world men have been 1-12. 


much ſtartled in their 
judgements, by that 
unequal] diſpenſation 
which ſeems to be in 
theſe outward things. 


| 
That owe event ſhould Ecclel.9.: 


be to the righteous and | 


the wicked. Nay, That Cay.7.1 . 


4 juſt nan ſhould periſh 


in his righteonuſneſſe, C. 8.14. 


and the wicked ſhould 
proſper in bis wicked- 
nefſe. That on the ſide 

A5 oOof 


_— — 


| To the Reader. 


fo v.1 


C.7» Y. 7, 


,of the Oppreſſor there 


| ould be might , and 


the Oppreſſed ſhould 
have none to comfort 
them, This hath 
ſometimes ſo amazed 
and perplexed the 
thoughts of confider- 
ing men, that whileſt 
they looked barely 
upon events, they 
could not tell how to 
extricate themſelves 
from theſe difficulties; 
which occaſioned that 
ſpeech of Solomon, 
Surelyoppreſſuon makes 
a wiſe man mad : that 
1,puts him to his wits 
end, tranſports him 


with 


CE 


OO OC. i re ts. A 


———_— Er —— 


| To the Reader. | 


a 


TIN 


| with wilde imagina»| 


4 , 
| tion<,whilſt he knows 


[not readily what to 
| anſwer in defence of 
 fuch proceedings. 

But now , he that 
ſhal ſeriouſly conſider, 
how every thing is 
mannaged by an all- 
ſeel Providence, 
which 1s exactly care- 
tall, and mfinitely 
wiſe, ſuch a man will 
be eaſily (atisfied, that 
in all theſe obſcure ad- 
mini{trations, (which 
{cem unto us fo fu'l 


promiſcuous events) 


of cafual), negligent, | 


there is an admirable, | 
(though | 


| 


[ Te the Reader. 


(though unſearcha- 
{ ble) contrivance. 

| As for the particu- 
| lardefigne which Pro- 
vidence may ayme at 
1 in ſome dilpenſations, 
7 this doth not alwayes 
fall under our reach. 
I Prov.z5.z [Jt is the glorie of God 
to cenceal a matter. 
| And many of his 
works are fo ordered, 
| that though a mary la- 
bour to ſeek them out, 
| et he ſhall not finde 
them, Yea further, 
Though a wiſe man 
think to know them, 
| get ſhall he not be able 
| to find them. And ther- 


fore, 


- 
as 0 —  — = 


| | Ecclef. 8. 


| | Totbe Reader, | 


fore, where we cannot | 
' underſtand his wayes, 
It 1s there our dutie, 
with an humble reve- 
rence to beleeve and 
admire the wiſedome 
of them. 

How would this, 
(if rightly conſidered 


OT —_ —_ 


 murmurings & com- 
plaints of men iu theſe 
times... Remember, 
| there 1s nothing be- 
| falls us but what the 
| | connſel! of God had be- 


| fore determined to be| 


der things forthe beſt, 


and applyed) filence } 


all thoſe unſeemly]| , 


ſx And he can or- 


as 


© _— 


AR 4,28. 


| To the Reader. 


Eccleſl. 5.8, 


as well when they 
crolle our defires , as 
when they yory 
with them. 

And therfore when 
you ſee the violent per- 
verting of judgement 
and juſtice in 4 Pre- 
vince , marvell not at 
the matter. That 12,Bc 
not tranſported with 
wonder or 1mpati- 
ence, or unbehefk, as if 
the Providence of 
God were regardleſle 
or negligent. For he 
that is higher then 
the higheſt regardeth. 
Though they that 
have the higheſt 


POWECET 


: 
? 
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I 


| 
b] 
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| To the Reader, | 


| power amongſt men, 
may be ſo farre from 
remedying , that the 

rather inconrage ſuch 
diſorders, yet God 
hath a ſtrict,watchfull 
eye upon them, And 
though men may be 
apt to fecure them- 
ſelves in ſuch procee- 
dings, by the greatnes 
of their own ſtrength, 
as if there were no- 


thing above them, yet | 


| there are hieher then 


| they. And there isa|© 


' time, wheie God will | 


* | judge both the righte-| 


cus and the wicked, | 
Let us be caretull; 


of | 


— 


{ To the Reader. 


- 
—< wow ood. Alt. 


of our own duty , to 
ſerve Providence m 
the uſuall means, and 
leave the diſpoſall of 
events to him. It 
ſhould be every mans 
chief bufineſle, to 
clear up the evidences 
of his particular title 
and relatron,unto thzs 
great Governor of the 
world, and this will be 
the ſureſt means to 
ſet us above the fear 
or hurt of all outward 
changes. 

We ſee with what 
Artifice and comply- 
ance men will infmu- | | 
ate themſelves, into | 


the | 


To the Reader, | 


the affection of thoſe 
who (according to 
ſeveral} revolutions) 
are advanced into the 
_ of power. Of 
w much greater ad- 
vantage would it be, 
to get an intereſt m 
| his favour , who doth 
and ſhall alwayes rule 
over the ſons of men, 
having all times at his | 
diſpoſal, out of whoſe 
hands no ſtrength or 
policy , ſhall ever be 
able to wreſt the ſway 
and dominion of 
things. | 
It cannot but afford 
fRrong conſolation wn- 
to] 


ea” - oo Www 


{1 


To the Reader. 


ts An rn rt err — 


Plal.;g 9, 


to every true beleever 
to conlider , that he 
who hath the chiet 1n- 
fluence, in-all theſe 
great changes and va- 
riety of events in the 
world,is both his God, 
and hs Father. 

How did this quiet 
the heart of old. El:, 
I $477. 3. 18, It is the 
Lord, let him do what 
ſeemeth him good. And 
Davidupon the ſame 
conſideration profeſ- 
ſeth, I was dumbe, and 
opened not my mouth, 
becanſe thou didfſt it. 
And our bletled Savi- 
our himiſelt makes uſe 

of 


©]... 


To the Reader. | & 


of this argument, The |1oh-:8.11 
cup that my Father 
hath grver me , ſhall 1 
ot drink it? Though 
the potion be bitter, 
and diſpleaſing, yet ſo 
| [longasit comes from 
| a loving and carefull 
| [Father, we have no 
realonto tear any hurt 

It, 

And on the other 
\ 5 [fide, much of mens| 
- unquietnefle and de- 
jeon, 1s occalioned, 


: either by the want of Wl 
I this evidence, or by (1 
+| | [the neglect of apply-] . | | 
a ing it-W hen they ter-| | 


E minate their thoughts| } 
f upon | 


I 7% CN »- Wi 
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©! 


To the Reader. 


Ta. ct. 
l2,13, 


upon ſecondary 1n- 
ſtraments, Fearing 
men that ſhall dye,and 
the ſonnes of men that 
ſhall be made as grafſe: 
Forgetting the Lord 
their maker, who 
ſtretched forth the hea- 
ven, layed the foun- 
dations of the earth, 
This 1s that which| 
makes men to feare 
continually , becauſe of 
the fury of the Oppreſ- 
ore 

How would it com- 
poſe all theſe fears and 
diſtempers, if men 
would but labour at- 
ter this aflurance of 


their | 


PY To the Reader. | 


' their intereſt in God 
| 'with the ſame zeal 
| and intention of 1nind 
| wherewith they pro- 
ſecute their particular 
ingagements, and ani- 
moſities againſt one 
another. He that hath 
God for his ſtrength 
and refuge, 1s alwayes 
ſure to be on the 
{trongeſt fide, & need 
| not fearthe moſt tem- 
; peſtuous mutations. 
Though the earth be re . Pl41.46, 
moved, and the monn« | ***, 3+ 
tains ſhould be carried 
| |into the midſt of the 
' | Sea Though thewaters | 


| |thereof roar, and be 
| | trou- 
— — j 


| To the Reader. 


tronbled,1nd the nroun- 
tarns ſhake with the 
ſwelling thereof. 

Thus much I thought 
fit to premiſe in the 
generall , concerning | 
thenecefiuic,and fea- 
fonablenetlie of this 
Subject. 

AS for the particu- 
lar occaſion of publſh- 
ing this Diſcourſe , I 
have nothing to ſay 
but this : That being 
ſolicited for a Copie 
of it, by divers perfons 
C:nd ſome of eminent 


| quality)before whom 
tr was occalionally 


Preached; I knew not 


any 


—_ 


GH the Reader, | 


ro—_— - ——— - — —— - 


, any more convenient 
' way to fſatisfie their 
| + wr hn then by ſuch a | 
publick communicas | 
tion of it. 

| TIcould ſpeak ſome- 
thing from »zy own cx- 
| pertence concerning 
| the efficacie of this | 
Doctrine againſt thoſe 
' damps and dejections | 
of minde,unto which, | 
ſuch times as theſe, | 
will expoſe a man. It 
is my hearty prayer, 
thar1t may be uſefull 
to others allo 1m this | | 
reſpect. | | | 


Farewe |. | 


| 
| 
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THE BEAUTY | 


of PxRoviDENCES. 


Eccleſ. 3. I. 

He hath made everie 
thing beautifull in his 
time ? alfs he bath ſet 
the world in their heart, | 
yet no man can finde ont 
the work that God ma- | 
heth from the beginning | 
to the end. | 

| 


His Book contains 
Solomonrexperience 
in his ſearch for! 

contentment ; which be- 

ing not to be found a- 


7 iſ B mongſt wh 


| TheB eauty 


mongſt any of the crea», 
ures, he adviſes, never / 
0 trouble our ſelves in 
an eager profechrion af. 
cer themgbur to injoy our | | 
poſſeſſions with a chears- | 
Fall liberall minde,wirh- | 
out perplexing our (elves 
in ſuch cares & labours, | 
as may defraud us of 
thoſe honeit comtorts to 
be had by them. For there 
# nothing better for a man 
then that he ſhauld eat and 
drink, and make bus ſoul ins 
Joy guod int bis 1290Kr. Cas 2+ 
v. 24. That's one of the 
cncluſions which Solomen 
in.crs from his tormer 
diſcourle, and whicty he 
further aa lifies,, and 
-onhrms in the follow- 


4 
—— —— — | 
[ 
| 
| 
| 


ng parts of h.s Sermvn. 
le 
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| of Providence. | 


in this book, to dirc& 
men how to behave 
themſelves with chear- 
fulnefſe and content» 
ment, under all choſe 
great revolutions, and 
that variety of ey:nts, 
which may befall them 
in the world. 

This Chapter contains 
a diſcourſe concerning 
Gods government atid 
diſpoſall of times; and is 
theretore not unficly ſti- 
led, the Calendar or E- 
phemerides of ſeaſons: 
whence the Wiſeman 


with divers argumetits| 


ed minde. 


urges upon us what he 


Ir being his chief ( cope 


| 


had before commended, 
a cheerfull and content- 


The 


B 2 
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| The Beauty 


The text is one of thele 
arguments : God bath 
made every thing beautifull 


in bi time; that is, There 
isa wile order and con- | 
trivance in all the works 


of Providence ; Every | 
particular event is molt | 
ſeaſonable in that time 
which God appoints; 
And therefore we have | 
no reaſon to repine at 
our condition, as if mat- 
ters did not go well with 
u$for tis impoſſible they | 
ſhoufd have been better 
then they are, though | 
they do crofſe our pri- 
vate hopes and defires; 
yet God beſt underſtands 
the fieteſt order and ſea» 
ſon for all things, ma» 
king them beautifull in 
his time. Alſo 


of Providence. | 


in their heart : By world 
here is not meant this 
materiall world, but ſe- 
ca/um, the ſucceftion and 
courſe ofthings,as the 0- 
riginal word by does 
properly import. This 
God hath ſer in, or* ex- 
pounded unto mens harts, 
that is,he hath endowed 
us with an ability to dif- 
cern in ſome meaſure 
thatſeaſonableneswhich 
he oblerves in the go- 
yernment of che world. 
Tet there is no mat ca't 
find out the work that God 
makes from the beginning to 
the end : that is,tis above 
humane ability to com* 


q| prehend the reaſon of all 


divine proceedings, we 
B 3 can- 


Alſo be bath ſet the world | 


Us the 


25359 
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| The Beauty 


This very 
(urable ro 
the origh- 
nall, 


cannot finde them fully 
out trom the beginning 
tothe end. 

Others conceive that* 
the words may be more 
properly rendred thus: 
As long @s the world ſball 
Laſt, Gd doth reveal wits 
mens be zrt1, the work which 
he makes, from the begin» 
wing 10 the end, excepting 
onely ſome things wo which 


mean c mnt atiain. As it he | 


ſhould have (aid, In all 
apes of the world, here 
are |ti]] ſome paſſages of 
providence, wherin men 
may be able to diſcern a 
beauty and comlineſſe 
though there are ſome 
other particulars, which 
we cannot underſtand. 
The ſence of both Inter- 


_ preta-» 


ms AY  R was am 


| "of Providence. | 
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pretations, being for the 
| ſubſtance, much alike. 
That's the conn-xion 
and meaning of the 
| whole verſe The text ac* 
[cording to its naturall 
| fulnefſe doth compr ze 
in it theſe three particu» 
lars. 

1. Everything has its 
time, 

2, Every thing in its 
time is beautifull. 

3- That is the proper 
ſeaſon for all things 
which God appoints. 

1. Every tbing has its 
time. To all things there is 
an appointed ſeaſon. ver. 1, 
Not onely for ſuch nat» 
rall events, as beare in 
them a kind of neceſfity, 


as 4 timeto be born, and a 
4 time 


pn — 


| The Beauty 


time 10 dye: ver.2. But alſo 
for thoſe voluntary afti- 
ons, that ſeem to be moſt 
alterable & contingent, 
A time to weep , and a time 
to lawgh; ver. 4. The wile- 
dome of Providence in 
' the government of this 
lower world , hath dit: 
' poſed to every thing its 
particular ſcaſon, This 
| is that whichwecall,the 
| fa/neſſe of time , the ripe- 
| nf of ſeaſon. Prov. 27. 1. 
| the wiſeman ſaies there, 
| that the day brings forth 
' events , Paritura ft di- 
er, alluding to a teem- 
ing mother, to whom 
there is a ſer date for hir 
delivery. So doth Time 
travail with the decrees 
of Providence, and for 


each 


——_ — 


| of Providence, | 9. 


each ſeveral aRtiongthere 
is a pregnancy, a fulnes 
of time. 

2. Every thing in its 
time is beautifull, even 
ſuch matters as in their 
own natures are not 
without ſome deformi- 
ty. A time to kill, ver. 3. A 
time to mourn,ver. 4. A time 
of bate, and a time of warre, 
ver. 8, Thc ſcorching of 
Sommer, & the. extreme 
cold of Winter, though 
both in themſelves alike 
diſtaftfull, yet are come» 
ly in their ſe:foas, and 
thoſe times would not be 
ſo beautifull without 
chem. Nor is it the natu- 
rall goodnefſe of any 
thing that can make it 
comely, out of its proper 


YT T my. 
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| The Beauty | 


. | ſeaſon. That which Beaw- 


ty is in bodies, and Har 
mony in ſounds, that is 
opportamity in Time; Now 
as white and red, which 
are the uſuall materials 
of beantie, as thoſe par- 
ticular notes of which 
AMufick doth confilt, may 
be ſo diſpoſed of , as to 
cauſe deformitie and dif- 
cord. So ations which in 
themſelves are good, 
may be depraved by 
their unſeaſonablenes. 

3- That is the proper 
ſeaſon for all things 
which God appoints. Or 
thus. Every particular 
event, is molt beautifull 
in that time which the 
Providence of God hath 


—.  . 


allotted to it. Tis above 
the 


rr As 
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| the commrivance of hu- 
' mane policy to bring 
| matters about in their 
| ficreſt order. And theres 
fore ewere bur folly to 
conclade thar things do 
not fall our well, unlefſs 
they anſwer our defiresz 
for God beſt anderſtands 
the fitteſt ſeaſon for eve- 
ry purpoſe. And what- 
{oever, or whenſoever he 
works, you may be ſure, 
tis both beauritull, and 
in its time; Even thoſe 
events, which do moſt 
thwart onr private ends, 
(could all circumitanceg 
be duly conſidered )we 
ſhould finde them to be 
performed, in their moſt 
comely order 3: and belt 
opportunity. 


As 


m_— 
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2 | The Beauty | 


As tor the two writ pars | 
ticulars,though they are | 
implyed in the text, yer || 
are they more expreſly | 
handled in the former |” 
verſes. And therefore I| 
ſhall paſſe them over, | " 
without any further in- 
largement, inliſting one* 
ly upon this latter, as|* 
being more direQly a- | 
greeable to the main | | 
{copeof the words. | 

And tis a ſubjeR, that 
in many reſpects will de- 
ſerve your more eſpeciall | | 
attention 3 Tis not com» | | 
monly treated of. And 
belides, it may very| | 
much conduce to- our| | 
contentment,toſettleour | | 
hearts, againlt all thoſe 
| condi- 


—__ - ——— 


of Providence. 
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'F 'conditions that may be 
fall usin the world. Tis 
| of very generall uſe and 


all times and occaſior.s. 
For times of ſuffering, to 
make us patient and 
ſubmiſſive z For times of 
mercy, to make us cheer- 
| full, and thankfull. In 
| brief, it extends to all 
| | perſons, relations, buſi- 
nefſes, ſeaſons ; nothing 
is more generally uſeful] 
| then this, to have our 
| | hearts fully perſwaded 
-| * |of that wiſe order and 
| | [contrivance which there 
| | |{is,inthediſpoſall of eve- 
| |ry particularevent inthe 
world. And tis more e- 
ſpecially ſeaſonable for 
pmgcte ouble and con- 

tulion, 


— EY 


concernment , ſutableto 


| 
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fuſion,when men are apt 
to miſtruſt the govern- 
ment of Providence, as it 
he did negle&rhe careof 
this lowec world, and 
leave all chings to their 
own jarring principles, 
Then (I ſay) tis more 
eſpecially ſeaſonable,ro 
vindicate the care and 
wiſdome of Providence, 
toſhew that every thing 
which Gcd doth is belt, 
and conſequently , that 
theſe many diſtraftions 
and confulions under 
which we ſuffer are farre 
betrer, then any other 
(though the moſt flou- 
riſhing ) condition could 
de.And that's the ſubjeft 
[ am now to inſilt upon. 
The point is this, 


Eery 
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| Every particular event is | 

moſt beautifull in that time, 

'which the providence of God 
hath allotted to it. 

| Actruth,by fo much the 


more ſeaſonable for theſe | 


times, by how much tis 
now the more difficult to 
beleeve ir. 

The Obſervation lyes 
plainly both in the ſcope 
of the place,and the molt 
obvious ſence of the 
words. 

The Scripture is copi- 
ous in other proofs to 
this pu rpoſe. Dent. 32. 4+ 
His work is perfett, and bis 
wayes are judgement, a God 
of truth and without ini- 
quity, juſt and right. Not 


| of Providence. | us 


| 


 onely his ficit work of cre- 
_ is exatlygood and 


per-* 


a-—©— 


Propoſe 


Conkr- 
mation by 
[eſtimouy 
Diva. 
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So ler.3 2, 
19, 


rovidence alſo are dil- 
poſed with judgement 
and righteouſneſle. 

So again, 1/a.28.:9.The 
Lord of hoſts is wonderfull 
in counſell, and excellent in 
working. That is, every e> 
vent of Providence, is 
managed & pre-ordain- 
ed by an admirable wil- 


needs be of excelent con» 
trivance- 

And again. Dan. 2.20, 
21. Wiſdome and might are 
bis, he. changeth the times 
and the ſeaſons : be removeth. 
Kings, and he ſettth up 
Kings. Thoſe two attit- 
butes of (trength & wile- 
dome are for the moſt 
part put together in Scci- 


rfe&; bur his wayes of 


dome, and therfore mult| | 


pure, 5 


, "Ji. a ain ©. © 4 


[ 
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pture;z God never ſhews 
any argument of his 
ſirength,but his wiſdome is 
ingaged in it allo, Thoſe 
great alterations & ſub» 
verſions, which happen 
in the world, do not 
more demonſtrate the 
greatneſſe of his power in 
the doing of them, then 
the greatneſle of his wif 
d m,in diſpoling of them 
for the belt. 

And again. Pſal. 104 
24. O Lord how manifold 
are thy works , in wiſedome 
haſt rbou made them all,the 
earth is fall of thy riches. 
Which is as well true of 
the works of Providence, 
as of the works of crea 
tion, 
But this truth is more 
direaly 


LL 
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diretly intimated by 
that vilion of Ezekiel, in 
the firit Chapter of his 
Propheſte , wherein he 
doth exprefſe how all e- 
vents in the world are 
witely diſpoied of, by 
the care and government 
of Providence. The (cope 
of that viſion was to 
confirm the faith ot the 
Prophet in che certainty 
of thoſe things which he 
was to foretell ; becauſe 
God himſelf by whom 
he was in{pired,had luch 
a ſpecial influence, in the 
orderly managing of all 
inferior events. 

Though matters mighe 
ſeem to 717 upon wheel; (a8 
we ſay )to follow their 
own courſes, without 


any | 


_ 


A 


A 
. 


_— 
_— 
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any ſpeciall guidance,to 
goat random, yet theſe 
wheels have eyer in them, v. 
15. chat is, there is the 
eye ot Providence which 
 direfts them in their re- 
volutions. And then be- 
hides, theſe wheels are 
likewiſe governed by the 
fore living creatures, that 
is.by che Angels of God, 
who are fitted for all 
their {ervices, with foure 
remarkableendowments 

1. With wiſdom and 
prudence,typifted inthat 
vition, by the face of 4 
man. 

2. Courage and reſo- 


' | lution, the face of a Lion. 


> Sedulitie, and dili- 


; gences the face of an 0X+« 


4. Swittnefle and dit- 


patch, ) 


'%» 


: Chron, | 
6 9. 

[ 
rov.15.3 


Ver.10, 


— 
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patch, the face of an E zgle. 
In all which the Pro- 
phet doth at large ex” 
plain unto us, wich what 
deliberate care and fore- 
caſt, the Providence of 
God doth diſpoſe of all 
theſe inferior events. 
This truth may yet bz 
further evidenced, from 
the very light of Nature, 
and the teltimony of the 
Heathen. Hence was ic 
that the Ancients did (et 
forth their Gods with 
Harps in-their hands, to 
ſhew the harmony they 
obſerved in the govern- 
ment of the world. And 
Midas was condemned 
to wear Aſſes cars, be- 
cauſe he preferred Pans 
Pipe before Apol/s Late; 


humane 


— 


—_— 


_ 


| 
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| thing wntimely. And 
| | doubtles that muſt needs 


Humane policy, betore , 
Divigf Providence. 

Nay the devill himſelf 
doth acknowledge the 
wiſdom and {eaſonable- 
nelle of Divine proceed» 
ings,and.therfore would 
fain have ſhelcred him- 
ſelf under this pretence, 
Matth.8.29. Art thow come 
to torment # before our 
time? Implying that ir 
would not become the 
God of order to do any 


be anevident and a great 
truth, which is contelt by 
the mouth of ſo great a 
lyar. 


For the further cons | 
firmation of this, let us 


a little conlider, ſome of | 
| thoſe 


nn CE 


b——— 


x” 
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: ſed Seed, concerning 


thoſe rugged patlages of 
' Providence, which ſeem 
| to be performed withrhe 
| greateſt negligence and 
deformity. 
Look upon the Hiſtory 
of 7-ſeph , he was( you 
know) one of the promi» 


whom , God had fore- 
told, a ſuperiority and 
dominion, over the reſt 
of his family. Now, that 
afrer this, he thould be 
eXpuled to the treachery 
ot "his malicious bre- 
thren ; That beſides his 
nearnefſle to ſlaughter 
from their hands, he 
ſhould be (old into a far 
Countrey, whence there 
was no hopes ever to 


hear of him again Some 


there 


B of Providence. þ 


| there he ſhould be ſo 
. | | nSongared by che rage 
of alulttull woman, and | 
| ſuffer ſortedious and un- | 
| | Juſt an impriſonment, all | 
' this might ſeem to be. an 
; | over-light and neglet of : 
| Providence, as it ic had 
forgotten that promoti- 
on which Joſeph was de- 
ligned to.And yet dobut 
refle& upor- the latter 
| | parcofthe ftory,and you 
| (hall tind , how all theſe 
misfortunes did mighti- 
ly conduce, not onely to 
his advancement.buc al- 
to tothe latety and pre» 
(ervation of that whole 


that it cach ot his bre- 


thren had given him as 
uh 


| 
| 


family, which was then | 
the vilible Church. So | 


he — 


pl 0. 
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much money as they 
ſold him for, it had not 
been ſogreat a kindneſfſe 


' as he received from their 


intended crueltie. 

Ic is an elegant gloſſe 
of St. Gregory upon this 
ſtory, Divino judicio quod 
declinare conati ſunt, reni- 
tends ſervierunt : Ideo ven 
ditus eft & fratribus Foſepb, | 
ne adoraretws , ſed ideo = 


adoratus quia vendituw. It 


vidence, that what they | 
ſought todecline , they | 
did promote, even by 
their ſtriving againſt ie; 
oeph was therefore ſold | 
y his brethren , that he 


. _ not be worſhiped, 


and yet he was therefore 


worſhipped becauſe he 
| Ns 


— - - 


| 


was ſo ordered by Pro- |jf| 


| 


: 


| 
| 
| 
| 


_— C— 


| of Providence. |. 25, 
was vas ſold. Sie Milan com | 
filiums dum devitatur , ine-| 
pletur ; fic humana ſapientia 
dum relutitur, comprehen- 
ditmr. Even (othe divine! 
counſell is accompliſhed 
in being oppoſed ; ſo hu», 
mane policy is defeated, 
by the means of promo- 


 F & bon, 


Ko 0” 


"Th 
husallois it in the 
hiſtory of David,he was 
( you know) deligned tO 
a Kingdom,but how ma» 
ny Rraights was he put 
to before he atrain'd it ? 
being forced into the 
wildernefle like a wan- 
| dring 6ut-law , and fol- 
efſ[ lowed there by a comps: 
I, ny of diſcontented per- 
'e ſons, who were as readie 
[- perhaps, w_ every tri- 
3 || a" 


Megs EINE I _ W 


—— 
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viall occaſion to revolt 
from him, as before from! 
$aul. Bur above all the 
reſt, his laſt diſtreſle was 
one of the moſt deſfpe- 
rate,when he was ſpoiled 
at Ziglag, not only of his 
goods, but his wives and 
children too, when his 
own Souldiers in their 
mutiny and diſcontent 
were ready to ſtone him; 
there being then but lit- 
tle hopes to ſave his lite, 
mach leffe to ger a King- 
dom : And yet this di- 
firefle alſo, was in the e- 


vent of it contrived to 


his advantage. For ha- 
ving afterwards purſued 
the Awmalekitesyhe not on- 
ly recovered his own,but], 
got alluſuch abundance 
of 


| of Providence. | 
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them, as ſerved him for! 
rich preſents, whereby 
he might renewand cons 
tirm the friendſhip of his 
well-wifhers in Iſrael, 
that after the death of 
Sanl ( which preſently 
followed ) he might by 
their free votes be choſe 


of other ſpoils from 


toſucceed him.1 $4.30, 
and Chap.31. 

You may obſerve like- 
wiſe ſomewhat to this 
purpoſe in the ſtory of 
Jonah, when he was ſent 
to Nineveb about ſo 
weighty a matter as the 
ſafety of that great po- 
pulous Ciry , and that 
to0,when their deſtrufti- 


. | on was within ken, but 


fourty dayes off, that he 


C2 {ſhould 


Jonah. 


| 


Rn 
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ſhould now make delayes 
and fly to Tarſbiſb, that 
upon (ach a ſtraight, he 
ſhould run himſelf into 
hazards, might ſeem to 
argue (ome careleſnefle, 
and negle& in the go- 
vernmenc of Providence. 
And yet this error of his 
was ſo wiſely managed 
inthe event, that it pro» 
ved a great advantage to 
the main end of his buſi. 
nefſe. For tis a probable 
opinion that theſe mari- 
ners, who calt Jonah into 
the Sea , were a ſpeciall 
occaſion that his preach- 
ing was (o (uccelletul] 
afterwards. The Ninivites 
being bythem informed, 

hat this was that Pro» |; 
phet,toc whom they had 


lately 


Le, "FS"... 


QU———— 


of Providence. | 29 


a tempeſt, how the wind 
ceaſed,and all was calnr 
ed again,when they had 
once cait him into the 
Sea; from whence it was 
not poſſible he ſhould be 
delivered but by a mira- 
cle. And therefore they 
conclud«d,that this malt 
needs be ſome man cx- 
traordinarily infpired 
from above, and that his 
preaching was not idle 
threats, but ſuch as 
mighc juſtly fright them 
into that rigorous Faſt 
which afterwards we 
read of, both tor man 
and bealt. Ic being the 
wiſedome of Providence 
ſoto commive itzthat this 


lately ſuffered ſo violent 


offence of Jonab ſhould | 


C3 mighti- 


b —_— 
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mightilyadyantagethat 
end, which ic did ſeem 
moft dire&ly to oppole. 
Paul % So likewiſe for that 
Barnalas,| dillention betwixe Paul 
and Birnabss, ARA 15. it 
might ſeem theunſeaſo- 
| nable breach, that could 
| poſſibly be imagined, 
when the Church of che 
; Chriltians was now. in 
' its beginnings and in- 
fancy, that then the two 
chiet members of it 
ſhould fall at variance a- 
monglit themſelves, was 
ſuch an untimely diffen- 
tion that an enemycovId 
not wiſh them worlſe.No- 
thing could morethwart 
the promulgation of the 
pel of Peace, then the 
contentions ofthoſe that 
preach 
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preach it.. If chat Stare | 


Mok is already elta- 
| bliſhed into a Kingd:me, 
1| divided azain(t it ſelf, can- 
1| zor ſtand,much letſe could 
thoſe ſmall beginnings 
think to increaſe into a 
Church by diviſions. 
And yet this likewiſe 
| was ſo diſpoſed of in the 
event;that it did mightt- 
|ly conduce to the propa- 
gation of the Goſpel tho- 
row the whole world;tor 
| by this means, thoſe two 
parted aſunder,the one 
into Cyprus, the other in- 
to Syria and Cylicia, and 
like two mighty ſtreams 
ſpread themſelves ſeveral 
wayes, that ; ſo they 
might the better water 
the. barren and thicitie 
C4 Cor» 


Marth, 12. 
a5, 


Ver. 39, 
49, 41, 
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corners of the world. 
Thus have you ſeen 
the Beauty of Providence 


ing unto us never fo de- 


formed. But man cannot || 


| find out the work of God 
from the beginning co 
'theend. 


TOWES: For the further evi-|' 


tion by | dencing of this truth, 
Reaſon. [there are two _ 
upon which *tis bottom» 
ed , that being rightly 
underſtood and confider- 
ed, will make che point 
very clear. 
I. God is exatly care- 
fall of every thing. 
2, Heis infinitely wiſe 
for thediſpoſall of allto 
the beſt. 1, God 


in Come rugged paſſages q 
of ir. Tis ſo in everyother |';| 


particular, though ſeems |; 


: 


: 


4 


— —— 


— 
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1. God doth overlook 


|, all things by aneſpeciall 
| Providence. Epheſ. 1.11. 
| He worketh all things after 
|| the counſel of his «wn will. 


There is no event inthe 
world bur it is ordered 
both according to Gods 
will, and by his coaſell. 
Pſ4l.135.6. Whatſoever the 
Lord pleaſed, that did hes 


 |' | both in heaven,and in earth, 


and in the Sez, and in all 
deep places, Not onely in 
the beaven, where his glo- 
ry is more eſpecially con- 
ſpicuous, but in the earth 
roo, where matters ſeem 
to be full of confution; 
And in the Sea, and in all 
deep places,where we can» 
not ſo much as take no- 
tice of thera. There is no» 

C5 thing 


1 Realins 
O ; 


DC 
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thing fo great but is un- 
der his power; nothing (0 


little bur is within his 
care. Thoſe ations and | 


events that ſeem unto us 
molt free,ca/nall,inconfoder» 


2ble,are all of them or- 
dered by his providence. | 


I. That which is moſt 
free, the hearts and affe- 
fions of men do follow 
the guidance of his de» 
crees; men may do after 
their own connſels and 


inclinations,but they are || 
{till futable to his Provis || 


dence ;there is nothing 
more in our command, 


then our thoughts and || 
words, and yet both the || 


prepay ation of the heart, and 

the anſwer of the tongue is 

from the Lord. Prov.16.1. 
2. That 


The Beauty 
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[3] 2- That which ſeems | 7... 
|| moſt caſuezll, The diſÞ»joug | 
} | | the Lot is frombim. Prov. 
Il | 16.33. Hz who is accir 
|| | dentally flain by ano- 
|| ther is (aid #0 be delivered 
|) into bis hands by God. Exod. 
21,1% That caſuall ar* 
|| row ſhot at random was 
|| direfted by Providence 
tofulfhll che prediftion of 
Ahaos death.1 Kin.22.34 
There is no libertie for 
|] cauſes to operate in a 
looſe and Rragling way, 
but in matters of greatelt 
| | uncertainty there is a 
|} | pre-ordained courſe of 
eftcCts. 

3. The leaſt miſt incon- 
il faderable things, are not » Lit 
\o neglefed by Providence. ';1.; uf the 
It was a * prophane Pat: 

ſpeech ' 


CE 


—_ 
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Non vacat | 
exiguls re- 
bus adeſſe 


j Jovi. | 


—_ 


ſpeech of the Aramires, | 
That God was the God of the | 
mount ains,not of the valleys. | 
1 King.20.23. whereas he 


regards the low«H the leaſt 
thing as well as the great- 
eft. The young Lions, Pal. 
104-21. The Ravens,Plal. 
147+ 9. are provided for 
by him. He feeds the forwls 


of the air, adorns the lib, || 


and clothes the graſſe of 
the field,whbich to day is,and 
to morrow is caſt into the 
oven. Sparrows ( you 
know ) are but cheap 
birds, Are not two of them 
ſold for a farthing ? Matth. 
10. 29. And yet not one of 
theſe doth fall to the ground 
without your Father. He 


muſt give the Fowler|} 


leaveto kill them ; nay 
_ when 


f 


4 


. 
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when they are upon the 
wing in their frequent 
and often, repeated mo- 
tions, yet then ic is he 
that-maſt appoint them 
the time rs when 
and where © they ſhall 
fettlez and in this ſence 
alſo, not ohe of them doth 


fall 29 the ground without | 
 !your Father. The hairs of 


our head,are yet lefle ob- 
ſervable , contemptible 
'evento a Proverb, Pil: 
'non facio, Ne pils quidem 
melims, And yet theſe 
with God, are inter meme» 
rata, amongit thoſe 
things whereof he takes 
an exaQt account. 

Thrac place, 1 Cor. 9. 9. 
Doth God take care for oxen? 
doth not ſimply exer pt 

ſuch 


——_— 
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ſuch whings from thelaw 
of his Providence;buttis 
Argnmentum a minori, and 
doth imply his more 
eſpeciall care of that 
higher rank of creatures 
to whom theſe are ſub- 
ordinate. The plain mea- 
ning of it is, That it God 
hath by a particular law 
provided that the Ox 
ſhould not be muzled, 
which treads out the 
corn, He will be much 
more carefull of che la- 

bourers in his Harveſt. 
Tis recorded to the 
glory of ſome Ancient 
Generals, that they were 
able to call every com- 
mon Souldier by his own 
name, and carefnall ro 
provide, not onely pay 
tor 


Me er —— 


— 


of Provideuce. 


for their Captains , but 
litter alſo for themeaneſt 
beaſt chat did ſerye the 
Camp. Now you know 
there is not any creature 
but is a fouldier co the 
Lord of hoſts, he doth 
ſometimes multer upan 
Army of lice & flies, and 
therefore tis but reaſon 
that his Providence 
ſhould take care for ſuch 
things alſo. Why ſhould 
it not be as great an ar- 
gument of his power to 
preſerve and vrder theſe 
lefler creatures, as it was 
at firlt to make them ? T he 
creation of a glorious 
Angel, did not colt him 
| (more, then that of a de- 
| |{picable fiy. Was it not 
\he, that out of the ſame 
prim1- 


I 


- 


| 
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2 Reaſ. 


primitive nothing , put 
that difference, which 
there is among (everall 
natures? And it the Pain- 
ter in the ſame peece 
draw a filken & a wool: 


len garment, why ſhould | | 


he value the one above 
the other, fince it was the 
ſame art that did both 
make and diſtinguiſh 
them? 

2. As his Providence 
doth extend toal things; 
ſo likewiſe does his wiſe» 
dome. As he is exatly 
carefull,ſois he infinitely 
wile; & therefore as able 
for the contrivance of 
every theleait particular 
thing, as he would be, it 
he had nothing but that 
tolook after. It the Pre» 


vidence | 


c_— 
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vidence of God had but 
one projet# on toot , we 
could eafily conceive 
how he mighc be able :0 
drive that through all 
the windings and cir- 
cumitances of it, with 
care and wiſedom. Nay 
we would truſt any wiſe 
man with the managing 


of 2 ſingle buſmes,when he | 


had nothing elſe to di- 
itra& his endeayours: 
But for all thoſe mulei- 
tude of affairs amongſt 
men and Angels, nay for 
the very circumſtancezand 
manner of all thoſe ſeve- 
rall ations and morions, 
which are performed in 
every moment of time 
through the whole 
world ; we cannot con- 
ceive 


— 
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ceive but that in ſuch a 
tumule of buſineſle, the 
eye of Providence may 
be ſometimes over-ſeen. 
Bat this ariſes from our 
miltake of che Divine na- 
ture, we meaſure God by 
our own finite abilities, 
whereas we ſhould con- 
lider, that that which is 
infinite cannot be confi- 
ned by time, or number, 
or place; bur is as well 
able at alltimes, to look 
to all things,in allplaces, 
asif chere were only one 
buſinefle to be cared for: 
You may ſee ſome imper- 
fe& reſemblance of this 
amonglt the Creatures. 
Do but confider the Sun 

how that at the ſame 
time, without labour or 
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confulion, is imployed in | 
divers ſervices for all the 
creatures under heaven. 
The diſtinftions of fea- 
lons, the g growth of feve- 
call plants,its various in- | 
fluence upon Minerals, 
the cherithing of living 
creatures, with ſundrie 
other ſuch variety of im- 
ployments,which we are 
not able ſo much as to 
take notice of. Orelſe,do 
but mark the nature of 
the Soul, which at the 
ſame time perhaps doth 
contemplate heaven, dirett 
the body in its ſundrie 
metions , diſtribute - the 
food in a wite proporti- 
on to the ſeyerall parts, 
not negletingſomuch as 
the leaſt hair abour it, 


but 


cm 
— 
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but ſupp'ying that wich ſg 
ſutable nouriſhment. fp 
And all chis it does with- 
out wearineſle or diltra-Þ 
Ction. And if a creature fþy,, 
can do thus, much more. 
then the Creator , who! 
gives to every thing its| 
proper abiliciz, and doth K,, 
atuate all things , by « 
more immediate afſi|- 
ance then the Soul ic fel!. þ 
So that though we ſup-|.. 
pole infinite occaſimy,, 
(which norwichſlanding F, 
creatures are not capabl: 
of ) yer the Providence, 
and wiſedome of God is 
infizite alſo; and there is 
the ſame proportion of 
infinice to infinite , as of 
one to one. 


Now put both theſe 


; 


Rea- 
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Reaſons together, it the 
*BProvidence of God be 
"thus exaZly careful of eve» 

ry the leait particular: If 

Phe be thus znjinitely wiſe 
orthe diſpoſall of all to 
he belt,no wonder then, 
Frhough every event in the 
orld be both beauritul, 
nd in ics time. 
For the further clear-',._ .. 
, indica- 
'Fing of this truth, there ;;,, nom 
'farerwo doubrs or queries doutys & 
'Fto be reſolved, that ſeem , obj<R1-ns 
" Fto oppole it. 
| 1. What's the reaſon 
{why this Beauty of Pro» 
vidence doth not appear 
Stous, bur that many 
hings ſeem fo tull of dif- 
rder and contulion in 
he world ? 


2. How may this con- 
fiſt 
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| fiſt with the permiſhon of 
finfull ations,which can 
neither be beautifull nor} 
ſeaſonable? | 
I begin with the firſt} 
to ſhew the reaſon whyll|. 
in ſo many things weſ|: 
cannot diſcern this beauy/ 
tie of Providence. The 
verſe of the text tels us}! 
That man cannot finde ouf| 
the work of God from the bef| | 
ginning to the end: that is | 
tis above humane capa] 
city to comprehend thefſ | 
reaſon of all divine prof i 
ceedings,we cannot Fade F 
1 

F 

i 


| 


them tully out, from the 
beginning to the end 
And fo Job 9.10. He got! 
great things paſt finding out: 
Lo, he go«tb by me, and I ſet 
bim not : He paſſeth on all 

bu 


| _—— — 


"of Providence; | 


but wF! perceive him net. And 
again, Chap. 23-$,9. Be- 
hold, I go forward, but he #4 | 
not there; and backward,but | 
I cannot pereeive him: on the | 
| by hand where he doth 


bim. The meaning haben! 
where ever fobturned his | 


—_ were [til] tome 
| paſſages of Providence 
4| which he could not ap- | 
ne prehend che meaning of. 
| God hath reſerved this | 
{| as a peculiar prerogative | 
I! to himſelf. 1: 3s not for us to 
know the times aud the ſear 
| ſons, which the F ather bath | 
1 g in his oxn power. AQt. | 
I. 7+ 
There may be a two- | 


fold 


M———— 
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fold reaſon of this. 

1. The obſcuritie of the 
things themſelves. There 
are treaſures of wiſedome, 
Col. 2.3. Not onely for 
their preciouſneſſe, bur for 
their priveteneſſe ro0.Hid- 
den wiſedome, 2 Cor. 1.7. 
Secrets of wiſdom, And theſe 
are double to that which is 
( as Zophar ſpeaks ) Job! 
11.6. that is, Thoſe con-| 
cealed providences, w*| 
we do not diſcern the! 
reaſon of, are of much 
greater rejon then 
thoſe ME ar. We 
read in that fore-cited| 
place, Fzek. 1. 16: of « 
wheel! within a wheehfigni- | 
fying thoſe inyolutions! 
and intricacies which 
there are inthe wayes of 
Provi- 


—— _ 
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Providence. : And the 


Plalmilt tels us that His! 


way is in the Sea, and bis 
paths in the great waters; 
and bis footſteps are not 
known. Plal. 77. 19. 

As itis in the works of 
Nature, where there are! 
many common things of 
excellent beaury, which 
tor their /ittleneſſe do-not 
fall under our ſence; they 
that have <xperimented 
the ule of Mieroſcopes,can 
tell, how in the parts of 
the moſt minute crea- 
tures , there may be dil- 
cerned fuch gildings and 
embroderies, and ſuch 


curions varictle as ano- 


ther would (carle —_— 


Why tis ſoin the works 


bf Providence, there are' 


D very 
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very many paſlages of 
frequent daily occur- 
rence, whoſe excellent 
contrivance doth not fall 
under our ſence or obſer- 
vation. 

2. Our own ignorance 
and ſhort fightednefle, 
and that in a twofold re- 
lpeR. 

1. Wecannot ſee that 
end and drift which Provi- 
; dence aimes at in many 
& particulars z and there- 
tore, no wonder though 
my ſeem unto us rude 
and uncomely. We mea- 
ſure things by this falſe 
ballance of »pinien,which 
weighs orcly their out» 
fides, and doth not look 
upon their ends and re/a- 
tions, Now the beauty of 


mt. t_ _ 


things 


= a —_— — cw Wm ti od 


8 | fon of a Winde-mill or 


| of Providence. | 


— —— 


cl 


—| 


chings doch conſilt much 
in their tendency and re- 
ference to their prope 
ends. It an ignorant man 
that knows not the rea- 


Water-mill, ſhould look 
upon them onely as pla- 
ces of habitation, he can* 
not think them well ſci» 
tuated, where they are (0 
much expoſed to the vio» 
lence of winds & waves: 
whereas he that under- 


tands how the wifdome 
of the Artificer hath con- 
trived thoſe motions un- 
tO vſefull ends, mult needs 
confelle a beauty and 


Tis fo likewiſe in the e- 

vents «of Providence, 

which none can agney] 
D2 appre- 


comelinefle in the work. | 


m—— 


— 
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apprehend, but he that 
underſtands the ſpeciall 
drift and purpoſes which | 
they are deſigned to. 

2, We cannot ſee the [| 


whole frame of things, how || 
ſundry particular events || 
in a mutuall relation do | 
concur to make up the 
beauty of the whole. He 
that can diſcern onely 
rwoorthree wheels in a 
Clock, how they move 
one againſt another, 
would preſently think, |}: 
thac there were contrariety 
and confuſion in the wo k. | 
Where.4s hethat behulds 
the whole frame , and dil- 
cerns how all chore di- 
vers motions du joyncly 
conduce tothe l:me end, | 
cannot choole but ac- 

k -,wledge 


4 
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t | Knowledge a wiſe order | 


| 


e alone is fit to Judge of 


ſ 
) 
I 


lh 


—_— 


1 


'in the contrivance of it. 
'$ likewiſe is jt in the 
frame of times , where he 


particulars, who under- 
itands how they reter to 
| the general. Pur now we 
6 bas of yeſterday and know: 
wothing , becufe ou dayes 
hon earth are 4 a fbadvry 
( Caith Bildad) Job 5.9. 
We look upon things ac- 


| 


cording to a ſhort ſwccef- 
' fey and fo are not able 
to diſcern that beautic 
which there is in thete ce» 
ferences to other matters 
afaree.of.But now 19 Gd 4 
th9uſad yeers ahs but as one 
dy. He beholds all chings 
whether paſt or to come 
in the ſame inſtant. There 


A D3 is 
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| isno ſacceſſwn in eternity, 


bur all chings within the 
reach of time are preſent 
untothat. Though in the 
revolution of a wheel, 
there be a matuall ſuc- 


; ceſſion betwixt the parts 


contained in i:;zyet an eye 
that is placed without can 
at the (ame time diſcern 
the whole motion. Thus 
alſo is it in the revoluti- 
on of time,whefe though 
there be a mutuall ſuc- 
ceflion, betwixs thoſe 
things that are contain- 


ed wnder time, yet God|| 
who is without and above || 


it, doth at the ſame view 
behold all rogether. - So 
that *tis no wonder, 
though many things 
ſeeme beautifull co him, 
which 


l 
1 
{( 
17 
[ 
l 
| 
l 
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of Providence. | 


'which tous who are fo | 


ſhort-fighted may appear 
harſh and deformed. 

2, The=d. Querie was 
this. It chere be ſuch an 


}/ over- ruling Providence, 


| which doth diſpoſe of all 


[| rothe belt ; how comes it 


to paſſe thee there are 10 
many finfull a&ions in 
the world ? 

Tothis anſwer two 


| _— 


. When men thwait 


| G 4 will of Precept , they 


erve by will of Providence. 

| Thoſeparticular interlis 
of gain,honour,pleaſure, 
revenge, which ſway 
mens delires and aQions, 
are wilely contrived to 
the promoting of Gods 


|| decrees and glory. When 


D4 An 


w 
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Anguſius made the gene- 
rall tax upon the world, 
His end was to inrich 
himſelf, and fill his cof- 
ters But God uſed it as a 
| means to fulfill the pro- 
 phelic of Chriſts birth at 

| Bethlehem. Rehoboam, and 

| Febuz, and Cyr, had all 
their ſeverall aymes, in|þ 

' thoſe works,wherin they 
were {ubſervient to Pro- 
vidence And they did itil 
accowpliſh his countell || 
in proſecuting their own ||! 
deſignes. | 
2. That wbich in r«ſþea || 

of mans execution is 
and diſorderly, in reſÞe@ of || 
Gods appointment is wb 
ful and comely.Therecould 
not be any more horrid 
a then the Betraying 


and 


- & _ 


, 
R 


| 
| 
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| blefſed Saviour; and yer 


| 


! 


| creed by the determinate 
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and crucitying of, our 
even in this, a$ It was de- 


cow:fell 1nd fore-knowledge 
of Gd: Aﬀt.2.23.there was 
the greateſt miracle of di- 
vine wiledome that ever 
wasextended tothe cre- 
ature. Sich depths of po- 
licy, which all cheſubril- 
ticof men or Angels, was 
not able to contrive , ne 
nor to («ſp.H, TATA Of 
ngie, as the Apoltle cals 
it, Ephe(.3.10. Interch ige- 
able wiſedom, Ot curions v4* 
tiety,as the word ſignifies. 
Now it God could thus 
mannage the wt ation 
of man to the b-ft ad van- 
tig: of man, well then 
may we co:nclude , that 
Ds ever 


WE 
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App 


tion. 


1 ſe. 


For |nfor- 


mation, 


Ica* 


everyevent of providence 
is beaatifull in irs time. 

I have now done with 
the Explication and Cor- 
firmation of the text. In 
the Application, it may be 
uſetull for theſe Icflons. 

1, For Irformation,and 
that in a twofold reſpe&t. 

1. It may teach us our 
duty to take notice of, 
and obſerve the works of 
Providence. 

2. It may dire& us 
what to Judge of the af- 
fairs of theſe times, under 
which we are fallen. 

1, It all the events of 
Providence, be ſo wiſely 
contrived, tis certainly 
then our duty toconlider 
and to take notice of 
them. P/a/. 111. 2. The 

works 


— 
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een 


| againg v. 4. He hath ſo dane 


| they o12ht {0 he had "ro 
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works of the Lord are great, 
ſought ont of all them that 


bave pleaſire tberein. And 
bis marvelous works that 


membrance. Now a man 
cannot be (aid to ſeek out 
or to remember that which 
he doch not carefully ob- 
ſerve. Tis the chief (cope 
of that Pim to excire 
men unto this duty. And 


David makes it a note of 
pietic for men to delight 
themſelves in the con- 
templation of Gods 


works, tO remem er bim in 
bis wayes, as the Prophet 
I\1ih ſpeaks. I his, Aſaph 
found by experience to 
be a ſpecial] Antidote a- 
gain(t all diftdence and 


carnall 


—_—_——__ 
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carnall tears. In the 77 77 | 
V-7,3,9. | Pſalmwhen he was ſur- 


rt Et 


| obſervant of Gods former 


prized with thoſe fad 
thoughts, Will the Lord 
caſt w off for ever, and will 
he be no more inireated* | 
Hath God forgotten to| 
be graciows ? &c., he pre- 
{ently applyes himſelt co 
this remedie, v. 11,12. 1 
will remember the works of 
the Lord, furely 1 will re+ 
membcr thy wonders of old: 
I will meditate alſo of thy 
works. and talk of thy doings. 

If a man were but well 
read in the ſtory and ya- 
rivus paſſages of his life, 
he might be ableto make 
an experimentall divini- 
tie of his own. He that is 


} cealings and went 


Ons 


1 
| 


wr m— 


Pe EET 


ons towards him, may be | 
thence turnilhed with a 
rich 'treaſury of experi- 
ence againit all fwutzre 
conditions. 


There are very many 

duties that depend upon 
a right underitanding of | 
the times. A man kn@ws 
not how to order his ſer- 


vices of prayer and praiſes, 
without ſome obſervati- : 
on and skill in theſe. Ir ; 
was a great commendas | 
tion which was given to| 
the men of Iſſachar, that | 
they had underſtanding in | 
the times to know what I ra* | 
& on7ht to do. 1 Chron. 12. | 
32. And the ignorance of | 
theſe, the wiſe man coms | 
plains of, as being a very | 
| great evil: Eceleſeg.12.For| 


mn 


W— 
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man knoweth not bu time, 
but #s fiſher are taken in a 
eyill net , and 4s birds are 
caught in the ſnare, ſo are the 
ſons of men ſnared in an evil 
time when it fals ſuddenly 
upon them. 

Now this obſervance of 
Gods works and diſpen- 
ſations,is a duty alwayes 
leaſonable, bur more el- 
pecially in ſuch times as 
theſe. Tis commonly ob- 
ſerved , that though 
{mooth and peaceable 
times are belt tor the /:- 
ver, the man that lives in 
them z yet times that are 
tull of change and vici(- 
fitude are beit for the wri- 
ter, the Hittorian that 
writcs of them;ſo though 
quiet ſeaſons may belt 

lute 


— 


| ov Providence. | 


62 


| ſure with our defires and 
Lend condition , yet 
theſe diſturbed confuled 
times , may be beſt im- 
roved by obſervation, 
and do molt ſet forth the 
wiſdom of Providence. 
The common provi- 
dence of God in the va 
rious (ealons and order 
of nature, may affurd ex- 
cellent matter for con- 
templation, much more 
that ffecia/l providence of 
hisin the guidance of hu- 
' mane affairs, which have 
| been alwayes mannaged 
| With various wiſdom. 
Bur eſpecially in his 
| diſpenſations towards 
theſe later ages, wherein 


'there have been many 


new, unuſuall emergen- 
cics, 


Vt 
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cies, ſuch as our fore. fa. | 
thers have not known. 
How many ſtrange ob- | 
ſervable paſſages, may a 
confidering man -pick 
out, amongſt the affairs | 
of theſe few laſt yeers? 
How Rrangely hath che 
whole courſe of things 
both ,ina Charch & State, 
been turned about , be» 
yond all mens imagina»- 
tions ! How hath God in 
every reſpe&, and on all 
hides, puſled the wiſdom 
of the wile,and enfeebled 
the ſtrength of the migh- 
tie, abating the glory of 
all humane power, lift- 
ing himſelt up above o- 
thers, in thoſe things 
wherein they dealt moit 
proudly, effefting great 
matters, 


a —_ — — as -—- -—- 
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matters, by deſpiſed 
means;zwhat itrange ebbs 
and flowes of hope have 
we known? When men 
have been moſt fu!l of 
conhdence, then ſome un» 
expected accident hath 
intervened, and difap- 
pointed all. So that the 
wileſt men have been of- 
ten put to ſtand at a gaze, 
not knowing what to 
judge of the iffie of 
things ; And (though we 
have not had leiture to 
obſerve it, yet ) here has 
been ſomething equiva- 
lent to this, in other Na- 
tions: The whole Chriſti- 


an world being general-| 


ly full of ſtrange commo- 
tions. Now we may cer | 
tainly conclude, that all 

theſe 


"TI 


pn 


i 
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cheſeunuſuall turns and | 
changes otchinps are not | 
for nothing. There is 
(ome great delizne to be| 
accompliſhed by thern. | 
Tis our duty with dil:- 
gence to obſerve the paſ- 
(ages,and with patienceto 
attend the iſſue. 

2. This may dirc& us 
what to judge of the pre- 
ſent times under which 
we are fallen. If it be (o 
that every particulai 
event is ſo exattly regu- 
lar and beautifull ; hence 
then we may infer , how 
all that confuſion and 
diſorder, which ſcems to 
be in the affairs of theſe 
times, is not ſo much in 
the things themſelves, as 
in our miſtake of them. 


The | 


— 
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[The Rowgheſt Seaſons, 
| (chough they may be un- 
lutable roour dehires)yet 
have'in ' theny- a -proper 
comelinelle, as well as 


times of the greateſt ſere- 
nity. 

* True indeed, the Scri- 
pture doth ſometimes 
mention evill dayes ; 'but 
this is not ſo to be under- 
ſteod as If time in ir ſelf 
could be evil, cither Na> 


turally, tor ſo God pro- | 


nounced it good ; or M5- 
rally, becauſe tis not ſub» 
jeted to any mora!l rule: 
but onely accidentally in 
reſpe& of our miſtakeand 
abuſe of ic : when cither 
we judge of it according 
to our own wiſhes, or mi- 
ſpend it according to our 


own 
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. {own luſts. Tis onely un- 


I 


| 
' 
' 


wiſe, unholy men, that | 


make unhappy tunes. 

As in the works of: Grea» 
tion nothing is properly 
deformed, but every 
thing hath a pecujiar 


beauty,according4o tha. | 
rank and (tation where'a | 
tis iplaced,; Thaugh-is| 


vulgar ſpeech we-ule to 
call a toad and 4 ſerpent 
ugly, yes that is on-ly in 
reference to conrnon e- 
fleeme; Wheras in. reſpec 
of the u.iverſe they are 
as regular and comely 
parts as any of the relt; 
their ourward ſhapes bc- 
ing futable to their in- 
ward forms; and thoſe 
purpoſes for which they 
were intended. So is ic 
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likewiſe in the wayes of 
Providence, thoſe delignes 
that in reſpe&tof our ap» 
prehenſhons are carried 
on by a crypticall invol- 
ved method, are yet in | 
themtelves ot as excellent 
contrivance, as any of 
thole, that ſeem to be of 
' more facile and perſpi- 
' cuous order . 

If a man in theſe times 
(hall wich his reaſon con» 
tale onely the outward 
tace ot things, they mult 
needs leem tull of irregu- 
laritie: & di:urder; when 
the ſpirits of mc in the 


protecution ot the fame 
| ends, and che | erence of 


bitcercd ag .11it One ano» 
' ther, even 0 preblick ruine, 
when 


— — 


pub! ck welfio.\halt be tm | 
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| 
, | own luſts. Tis onely un» | 
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wiſe, unholy mcny that 
make unhappy cums. 

As in the works of: Grea» 
tion nothing is properly 
deformed, but every 


thing hath a pecujlar| 


beauty,accdording.o tha 

rank and ffation where'n 
tis placed; Thaygh-io 
vulgar ſpeech we-ule to 
call a toad and 4 ſerpent 
ugly, yes that ison-ly in 


reference t@ conrnon e- 
flteeme; Wheras in,reſpe& 
of the uiverſe they are 
as regular and comely 


parts as any of the relt; 
their ourgward ſhapes bc- 
ing 'futable to their in- 
ward forms; and thoſe 
purpoſes for which they 
were intended. So is ic 
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likewiſe in abs wayes of 
Providence, thoſe delignes 
that in reſpe&of our ap» 
prehenhons are carried 
on by a crypticall invol- 
ved method, are yet in| 
themſelves ot as excellent 
contrivance, as any of 
thoſe, that ſeemto be of 
' more facile and perſpi- 
cuous order. 

If a man in theſe times 
(hall wich his reaſon con- 
tale onely the outward 
face ot things, they nuilt 
needs ſeem tull of irrega- 
laritie: & di:urders when 
the ſpirits of mcn in the 
protecuti: 1m of the fame 

|ends, and che p. erence of 
pubiick welfiro. (halt be tm» 
bitcered ag .init one ano» 


| ther, even cO publick ruine, 
when 


— 
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when there is « violent 
Eccleſ.5-® yorverting of judgement and 
Juſtice in a Nation; and on 


the fide of the oppreſſor there 


| might, but the oppreſſed| 


Cap.4.1. | bavenone to comfort them, 


| 


When there is a totall| 
| ſubvert on of thoſe de-! 


grees, in which the order | 
and harmony of things 
Eccleſ.10-. dpth confilt, Servants being 


7 | en borſes, and Princes walk- 


— — 


ing 4 ſervants on the earth. 
When the mountains are: re- 
moved, and the pillars of the 
earth tremble. When Reli- 
gion and Laws( which 
are the foundations of a 
Plal.tt, 3. people) are out of courſe. 
And yer even in all this, 
there may be a deligne of 
Providence for our good. 


lab 9 5,6. 


| 


This is certain, all Gods 
uy promiſes 


— 
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'promiles to his Church 


all his diſpenſations 
( though never ſo crofle 
in outward appearance) 
have a tendency towards 
the fulfilling of choſe 
promiſes. And whyſhould 
not a man relt himſelf in 
| this beleif? 


In our naturall enqui- 


|| ries after the efficient cauſe 


of things, when our rea- 
ſon is at altand, we are 
fain ſometimes to lit 
down, and ſatisfe our 
'ſelves,in the notion of oc» 
wlt qualities; And there- 
ob much more ſhould 
we be content to be igno» 
rant in the final gauie of 
things, which lye more 
deep & obicure then the 
other. Let 


LES 


are infallibly erue, and | 
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| Letno man then pre- 
ſumetocenſure the ſeve- 
| rall viciflitudes & chan- 
| ges of things, as if they 
| wereunſeaſonableand ill 
contrived. Remember we 
| are but ſhorr-ſighted, and 
| cannot diſcern the vari- 
ous, references, and de- 
pendancies, amongſt the 
great affairs in theworld, 
| and therefore may be ca- 
lily miſtaken in our opi- 
nion of them. We do in 
this world ( for the mol! 
part )ſee onely the dark 
fide ot Providence. Ar the 
lait & great day of mani- 
feſtation, when the whole 


979 divine love ſhall 


| be layed open, then we 


(hall be able ro diſcern 
the beauty of Providence 
in 


# 
— 
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in al the rugged pallages 
of it, how #wibulationy dir 
ſrreſſe , perſecution , famine, 
ſword , do ail work for the 
beſt to thyſe that lave/Gog. 
, nithing therefore! 
before its time: 1 Core 45. 
Conlider, #': cant ſee the 
warks of Gnd frm the begin- 
ning to. #he ind, And y 
know theres avaſt diff, 
rencey bdrwixs. ghe hegin- 
ning and the exdlof a buil- 
ing. It may be par lots 
perhapsinyhele times, t 
{ec onely-the! beginazitg 0 
the fabrick, when they 
frame i»demolithed, $ 
tubbilb lycs ſcaugred - 
bout, the new-material 
-briog 0 gathered. ps 
heaps, Paftery perhaps 


may 
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"many remarkable provi- 


may ſee the 'end' of: it, 
whert'all theſe confuſed 
preparations ſhall - be 
made up into a beautifull 
ſteufture. 

2. This 'may ferve for 
reproef of ewoſorts of per- 


obſerve or regard the! 
works of the Lord. 
--'2. Thofethat murmur | 
"ind repine at thery. 

I. Ihis may reprove 
thoſe that do not obſerve 
or regard the works of 


{the Lord, Tis'z great ar- 


guirient of Infidelicy aud 
rrteligion, when men let 


dences pale by them 
withoat notice or obſer» 


[os Or ' when cd 


ſons. | 
1. Thoſe that do not! 
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look upon them onely in 
a ſlight. and ſupegficiall 
manner, like thoſe whom 
the Prophet Iſaiah com- 
plains of, Seeing many 
things, but obſerving not. 
his fin of inadverten- 
cieof Gods various Pro- 
vidences, hath been of- 
tentimes ſeverely threat- 
ned and puniſbe#in <crip- 
ture. 1/a.5.12, Becauſe they 
regard not the work of | 
Lord, ner confider the ope 
tion of bis hands, therefore 
my people gone into captivity. 
And ; rh 12.11, The 
whole Lands made deſolate, 
becanfe no man layeth it #0 
beart. 
The heavieſt judge» 
ments that can befall a 
Nation, are Captivity and 


E 2 Deſe» 


ti 
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Peſalation. And yet they 
are both denounced a- 
gainttchis ſtupiditie and 
careleſnefle of ſpirit. And 
you may guefle at the 
heinouſnefle of the fin, by 
the greatneſſe of the pu- 
| niſhwenc. 

more eſpeciall manner; 
appropriated to wicked 
men. P/zl.10.4,5. The wie- 
"hed through the pride of bit 
countenance will not ſeeh af* 
ter God; God 1 not mn all bu 
thoughts. Thy judgements are 
farte a"ope one of bun fight. 
Things that he never en» 
quires after or regards, 
48 it he were not at all 
concerned in them. Sue 
ſrepra nor rihi! ad nos: He 
'ogks no farther then fe- 


cond 


Tis a fingthat is after a 


' 
' 


: 
: 


| 
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- ||| cond cauſes,unto which 
y {| he alſcribes the ſuccelle 
'or miſcarriage of events; 
\and doth not take notice 
[of that divine Provi- 
dence by whoſe influence 
they are guided. You ſee, 
this is made the note of 
wicked men. And there» 
if] fore, as we would avoid 
that cenſure, lo'wil it con* 
||| cernus to avoid the ſigne. 
2. This may ſerve tor 
|| | the reproof of thole,that 
murmure and repine at 
the works of Providence, 
that take upon them the 
magiſteriail judgement 
of events;as if they could 
tell, how to frame things 
much better,and to con- 
trive the itlue of things 
to greater adyantage. 


Pd 


E 3 How | 
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How ordinary is it, for 
men to di{courſe thus, 
concerning the great 
changes of theſe times? 
As it the unſearchable 


wayes of God,were to be 
judged before the tribu- 
nall of humanefreaſon; 
Who art then O man that 
diſpmteſt with God? ( ſaith 
the Apoltle ) how deſpi- 
cable in compariſon to 
his infinite majeſtie and 
wiſedome. If there be a 
commonwealth amongſt 
Ants and Bees ( as ſome 
Naturaliſts ſay there is) 
'twould make a man 
ſmile to think, that they 
ſhould take upon them 
the cenſure of State mat» 
ters amongſt us menzand 
yet here the diſpropor- 

tion 


CE —— 
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[tion is finite, whereas be» 
'twixt God and man tis 
infinite. As the heavens are 
' bigber then the earth, ſo are 
' my thouzbts bigher then your 
| theughtsz and my wayes then 
your wayer. 

He that will take up- 
on him to mend the con- 
trivance of things , let 
him remember(ſaies one 
of the Swicks ) chat the 
firſt thing ke is to do, is 
to mend God,to teach him 


unhc for thatylet him not 
preſume upon this. For 
conſider, is not the Pro- 
vidence of God exattly 
careful of every thing ? Is 
nut he. infinitely 'wiſe to 
diſpaſe of all to the belt? 

E4 Are 


wiſdom and care. And if 
he thall think himſelf 


| of\Providence- | ”9 | 


iſa 55.8,59 


Epiltctus 
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Ave not. all thingy /wb- 
/ervient to his will ? Why 
certainly chen,(bowever | 
matters may appear to 


13) yet nothing could 


| 


| 


| cleſ.7. x0.S ay not thou, what 


have bect beter then ic 
is- Every thing ſhall 
prove for the belt in re- 
ſpe of his glory, and (if 
we belong to him) in 
reſpeCt of ow good £00. 
Tis an abſeryable 
check which Sulamon 
gives to ſuch preſumptu- 
ous perſons as areapt to 
repine at ,' and cenſure 
the courſe dt rhings. Eer+ 


# the cauſe why the former 
dayes were better then theſe? 
far thi dogſt not enquire 
wiſely concerning. this. ' It 
fhould foom , that thpſe 
| flouriſh- 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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flouriſhing dayes of So{0- 


| 
| 


mon, lo very eminent for , 


all kinde of plenty and 


| peace ( Silver oeing in Fes | 
ruſalem « ſtones; & Cedar, | 


a the Sycamores in the vale 
for a-9ndance ) were not 
yet without (ome mo- 
roſe repiningſpirics, who 
were [till maligning the 
preſent condition of 
things; And therefore no 
wonder, it we tinde the 
like humor amongit men 
in other times. 

This the wiſeman doth 
here reprovey both by a 
probibition and a reaſon. 

1. Aprohibition. Say 
not thow , What # the cauſe 
why the former dayes were 
better then theſe? that is, 
be not tranſported with 
E 5 


that ' 


lO.:F, 


| 


1 Kin2, 
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that common humor, of 
cenſuring and condem- 
ning the preſent ſtate of 
times, and commending 
the times pall ; As it the 
courſe of events were not 
managed by the ſame 
wiſe Providence now, 
which governed the 
world betore. He doth 
not forbid men to en» 
quire after the cauſe of 
publick ſufferings 3 For 
this is frequently elſe- 
where inJoyned in Scrip* 
ture,that upon the occa- 
lion of any ſpecial judge» 
ment, we ſhould ſearch 
and try our hearts, cog* 
lider our wayes, and our 
doings,labouuring to find: 
ovt the cauſe of Gods 
diſpleaſure,that we may 


CCC UE 


accor*s 
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| 
| 


accordingly meet bim in 
his wayes-But the mean» 
ing is,that we fhould not 
take upon us the perem- 
prory cenſure of times 
and difpenſations , pre- 
ſluming to condemne 
thoſe things, which we 
cannot underſtand. 

2, The Reaſon. For 
thou doſt not enquire wiſely 
coucerning thug thing. | hats 
a figurative . expreſlion 
filed a Meiofir, when a 
phraſe fignifiles much 
more then the naked 
words do import. The 
meaning is, tis extreame 
folly for men to take up- 
on them the cenſure of 
times and providences, 
as. if they were compe- 
rent judges of ſuch mat» 


ters. There 
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| There are twe places 
of Scripture, that will 
make up a Sillogiſme to 
prove this conclufion. 
He that judgeth of a mat- 
ter before FA bath inquired 
into, and underſtand; it, It 
is folly and ſhame unto him: 
Prov. 18. 13. But now, It 
doth not belong wito 4 to 
know the times and the ſea+ 
ſons which the F atber bath 
kept in bis own power. At. 
1.7, And therfore it muſt 
needs be follyto take up- 
on us the magilteriall 
cenſure of ſuch cm | 
Every day hath its pro- 
per evr8, as well the far- 
mer astheſe; and eyery 
day hath its proper ad- 


vantage, as well theſe as 
the former. The verie 


dregs| 
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dregs of time, if Ween» | 
deavour to make a right 
|\uſeof them, may be re- » was 
| deemed into opportus | * 
nitie. | 

There are two reaſons 
of mens offending in this 
kinde. 

1. When they look 
onely upon ſome particu | 
lars, without the confi- | 
deration of their proper 
end:,or general frame;Now 

tis true indeed thatſome | 
| particular events, ſingly | 
| looked upon, may ſeem | 
| very prejudiciall;but the | 
' whole contexture of at- 
fairs in their cooperation | 
\ſhall prove for the bell. 
| All things ſhalT work toge= | 
ther, ewspy6 for good to | 
| thoſe that love God. Rv. | 
| 8.28, Bur * 
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But now tis above our 
capacity to comprehend 
the whole frame of 


| 
thingss. And that is nor | 
diſorder in reſpe& of the | 
whole, which to us may | 
appear ſo, being compa- | 
red with ſome particu- 
Lars. Yoa know, that in 
the naturall body, the ' 
variety and diſhmilitade 
of parts, is requiredto| | | 1 
| the beauty ofthe whole; k 
| the roundnefſe of the 
| head, the length of the 
| arm, the flatneſle of the | 
| hand, blacknefle in one | 
part, and whitenefle in 
another ; all theſe being 
lingly compared amengſt 
themſelves, though they 
ay ſeem to argue ſome 
| oppolition and difformi- n 


tie, 
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tie yet look upon them | 
as they ſtand in relation 
to the whole frame, and - 
ict will appear how in 
theic ſeverall waics,they 
doeach ofthem conduce 
toits comlinefſe and or- 
der. It this lower world 
had in icnochanges and 
varieties, but were in all 
relpeQts alike, ic would 
; not then be (o properly 
xoau@ a beautiful world, 
as X*&, alumpor maſſe. 
2. Another occaſion 
; of mens offending inthis 
| kinde, is,when they will 
' Judge of events, accor- 
| ding as they ſute with 
| their own wiſhes. And in 
| this caſe, tis impeſlible 


| hat every humor ſhould 


%.- F. 4 


2 ſatisfied ; becauſe par: 


ticulat 
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ticular detires , ( belides 
their oppoſicion to one 
another ) will likewiſe 
be. inconliltent wich the 
generall defign. It would 
{eem better perhaps to 
every private man, it he 
himſelt were a Magi- 
{trate,or a King,and eve- 
ry common Souldier a 
Commander, or a Gene- 
rall. Buc how could this 
conhiſt with the exigen- 
cies of a commonwealth, 
or an Army, where there 
mult be degrees, and dif- 
proportion of places ac- 
cording to the neceſſicie 
of ſeverall imployments. 
Tis (0 in the government 
of this great Univerſe: 
That difference which 
there is, betwixt parti- 

cular 


| of Provudence, 


| cularchines, and times 
and perſons, doth much 
conduce to the beauty 
and convenience ot the 
whole, 

Tis our ſafeſt way then 
toconclude that all mat» 
ters are for the belt, be 14- 
tiful in their times, hou gh 


tous they may leem full 


int 
Kom. 11. 33- ſpeaking 
concerning the rejetion 


his peculiar people, and 
that for his own glory 
and advantage, He con- 
cludes, His judgements are 
unſerrchable, and his wayes 
paſt findrug cut. But of bimy 


az 


ms 


of diſorder 'and contra- 
uy Thus the Apoltle,/ 


at remarkable place 


of the Jews ,, when God ) 
would caft off & detfroy | 


K. 
—_— — 


to bim, are all things. As it 
he ſhould have (aid, God 
wil do this ſtrange wok, 
and though for my part, 
I know not the reaſon of 
it. His judgements are w1- 
ſearchable, &c. yet ſure ] 
am, that of biz, and to 
bim are all things ; that 
is, as the making of all 
things, was of bis power, 
ſo the reſolution of _ 


things ſhall be to his glory. 

Though bis judgements 
are as the great deep, for 
their obſcurity and un- 
nateckioncd. not to 
be fathomed by our fhal- 
low apprehenſions ; yer 
bis righteouſneſſe is # the 
ſtrong mountains, for their 
eminency and ſtablenes. 


Pal. 36. 6, Though c 


= 
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and darkne fe may be rownd 


about him, yct righteonſnes 
and judgement are the ba- 
bitation of bis tbrone. Plal. 
67. 2. 

3. This may ſerve ſor |3 Vſe- 
Exbortation, to perſwade ww _ 
as unto theſe _—_ "OY 
tics. 

I. Not to be too haſty 
in our defire or profecu- 
tion of any thing, 

2, Not totrouble our 
ſelves with any fſollici- 
tous care abour the ſuc- 
celle of things. 

3. Tobe equally pre- 
pared for all future c- 
vents. 

4. To behave our ſetves 
with chearfulncfle and 
contentment in all con» 
ditions. 


1. Hence 


————— 
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Prov.25, 
13+ 


Tran Nat. 
Fearfull, 


1, Hence w- learn not 
to be 100 baſty in our de- 
lire or proſecution of 
any thing. God belt 
Knows the fitteſt ſeaſon 
for every event; we ſhal! 
have it when iis time 15 
c me, and before thar, 
wv wld nat by bear - 
full : L ke frow in H nft 
(as the Wileman bpeass) 
which thuugh ir mi» nt 
poflib'y be ſome refr þþ 
ment 10 Our PAI it, 
yet would be 4 deformity 
in the coucle ot Nature. 

There are {( >me men, 
whom the Propher ityles 
of a baſty beart, 97 1957153 
Iſa. 35-4+ who are too 
heady and impatient in 
their hopes. And it is a 
mas her that ariſes 
from 


| of Providence. | 9 wy 


from our infidelicy and 
diſtruſt of Providence. 
For he that beleeveth , mas 
keth not haſte. Cap. 28. 16, 
| Tis Gods aſvalt courſe 


— —— 


to defer what he promis- | 


ſes, thereby to exerciſe 
our faich, toput an edge 
| on our defires, and a va- 
| lue upon the bleſſing. In 
' naturall affairs, we are 
| fain toexpect the proper | 
ſeaſon, and mutwitie of | 
' thinys;the husbandman 
will wait for his harveſt, ' 
| he doth not expeft to 
| ſowe and reap both in a 
day. Ic fhugld beſo like» 
| wiſe in other matcers; 
| And fince that is alwaies | 
| the ficteſt time tor every | 
| thing which God ap- 
points, it will become us 
then 


as 


— 
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then patiently to wait 


_ his leiſure, and not with 
 over-haſty defires to run 


before him. 
Abraham was fain to 


;tariie a long time for a 
' Son, David tor a King« 
dome; and the whole 


world for Chrift. He that 
rightly underſtands che 
worth of any bleſling, & 


' his own want , cannot 


think much to wait for 
it. The poore man,at the 
pool of Betheſdz, being 
ſenſible of his own lame» 
nefle,was content to tar- 
rie there 38. yeers in 
hopes of remedie. Sup» 
=_ a promiſe were de- 
erred to the utmolt, yet 
do but compare the 
ſhortnefle of our lives, 
with 
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with the duration of our 
fouls; and then no delay 
can ſeem tedious. Neg; A 
enim eft aliquid in tam bre=16 4. G 
vibus vite metis ita ſerum | 

quod longum expetare im. 
mortalis putet. animws. A 
man conſcious to him- 
ſelf of his own immorta- 
litie, cannot think any 
time long, which is con» 
fined within the narrow 
bonnds of lite. 

Is there then any mers» 
cie which thou expeCteſt? 
. donot over raſhly haſten 
| ir,with any indire&tpro- 
| jeR, as if thou were able 
| to helpthe providence of 
| God, wich wiles and de- 


| Though it be long in 
30H rt will come 
at 


- 


th. TE ——_ 


| 


|viſes of thine owne.| | 
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atlait, it cannot be more 
: flow ther ſure. When 
n Iſaac was layed npon the 
| Altar, and' bound-tor a 

ſacrifice,and his Fathers 
hand lift up for the fatal 
| blow, yer then there 
' came a reſcue from hea» 
ven, which would not 
have been ſo beautifull, 
if by any unlawtull a& 
it had been haſtned be- 
fore that time, either by 
Abrahams (paring his 
Son, or Iſaacs refriiing his 

Father. 

gt» did undergo a 
tedious impriſonmentin 
the Land of 'Egypr; tis 
likely,being thekeytkee- 
per, he might have caken 
his ewn time, and/have 
|{caped when, tie would 
: Bur 
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Bac chen he had loſt his 
preferment ; whereas by 
tarrying Gods leiſure, he 
was delivered wich ad- 
vantage. Though David 
had been a long while a» 
nointed to a Kingdome, 
yet becauſe he did not 
uſe any haſty means for 
the injoying of it, there- 
fore did Providenceclear 
the pallage for him, and 
pro n__ | it to him af- 
terwards. He might have 
killed Sal in the Cave, 
and Abner too, when he 
found them fleeping;bur 
then he had been over- 
hattie: *twere bexter they 
ſhould fall by their Ene- 
mies. The Lord ſpall ſmite 
them when their day ſhall 
corwe t0 dye. 1 Sam. 26, 10. | 

F And! 


Bn 
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1 Samnc24, 
11,26,7, 
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And before that,'twould | 
be but raſhnesto attempt 

it. And (o likewiſe when | 
he ſtopt himſelf in his 


haſte after Nabals life, |} 


| " 
: 


you know within awhile 
afrer, God took him a- 
way by his own immes-| 
diate hand, and gave| 
both b's wite”and eltate | 
co David. | 
An over- forwardneſſe 
in the hatining of our 
hes, is the ready way 
co imbitrer them unto 
1s. You know how much 
rouble and contention 
there grew, from that 
halty 2& of Surah, when 
in her diltruit of the pro» 
miſe, and tear of being 
ci11id effe, ſhe mult needs 
2ive Higar to Abraham. 


to 


| $So likewi'e for Facob: t0@, 


[exile. Whereas if he had 
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much haſte in gerting 
the bleſſing by a wrong 
means z you know it colt 
|bim afrerwards, many 
[dangers , and a tedious 


tarcied longer,Godwold 
have brought it about 
for him by a more calc 
and beautifull way. 
Gods time is the beſt, 
and he never fails his 
own ſcaſon, T the Lord 
will haſten it in its time. 
Iſa.60 22. For us to mea» 
ſuce the firnclle of ſea: 
ſons by our own weak 
apprehenhions, is not 
this ro fer the Syn by our | 
Diall? We are too ſhort: 
lighted, apt to Ante-date 
the promiſes. The Lord 
F 2 wil, 
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Plal 27.13 


upon $i01, when the time to 
favour her ;, yea when the ſet 
time is come. Plal. 102.13, 
2. Hence welearn not 
to trouble our ſelves 
with any ſollicitous care 
about the ſuccefſe of 
things. To ſerve Provi- 
denceis the uſuall men, 
that is our work;But the 
ifſue and event of things 
that's Gods work, we, 
have nothing todo in it. 
That which is not under 
our power, [hiould not be| 
under our care.If there be 
nothing at our diſpoſall, 
but that all events do; 
depend upon an higher 


will ariſe and bave mercy} 


Providence, ' were bur a | 
vain thing then to buſie 
our ſelves, with hopes 
and | 


of Providence. | 
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and fears about them. 
Mach of the diſquietnes 
amongſt men in che 
world ariſes from hence, 
that they buſie theme 
ſelyes about Gods work, 
and negle& their own. 

| Is there then an wil 
thou ſeareſt, why tis nor 
in the power of anycrea* 
tareto hurt thee, Thuugh 
men ſhould uſe plots,and 
threats againſt thee, yer 
they can do nothing, 
They fate together, and 


counſelled againſt Pa- 
vid, deviſing to take away 
bu life, Plal. 31-13. But 
what was his comfort, 
why, ſaith hegver.15. = 
times are in thy hands 

Lord. He knew that no ill 
ſuccelle rowards hin, 


F 3 was 
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was in the power of 6 
chers. | 

Or is there an evil thou 
feeleſi?why it comes trom 


the hand of God. Be not 


then impatient at the 


| 


inſtrument. Tis bur a' 


| childiſh, curriſhching to 


| bear the rod, or bire the 
fone that hurt thee. Dx 
vid could quietly under- 
| gothe railing ot Shimei, 
| when once he had di(- 
cerned in it the Provi- 
dence of God. 
Or is there @ good thou 


within the reach of thy 
abilities. And therefore 
*twere bur in vain to 
think thou coaldit com- 
mand is by thine own 
endeavours. We ſhould 

count 


bopeſt for ? why it is not! 


mm ———_—_ 
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count it a mad thing tor | 
[one that is naturally 

|lowe to bulie himfelt in 

the itudy and labour of | 
'growing tall, becauſe 
[this is not alterable by 
| any thing in our power; 
Since no man can adde one 
cn-it to bu flatwe, Why 
tis (o in other things 
likewiſe, God doth as 


well (et bounds to our 


and of our lelves, we Can 


torhat , as one cxvit to 
this. And therefore, ne- 
ver let any one think 
that he can rcailehimlelt 
as he pleaſcs, and be the 
malter of his own for 
tunes. Though he were 
furniſhed with the grea- 


eſtztez, asto our ftutzrres; | 


| 


F 4 teſt 


| 
| 
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telt helps and probabili- 
tics of advancement. Yet 
the battell # not alwayes to | 
the ſtronggnor the race to the] | | * 
ſwift 5 neitber bread to the | 
wiſegnor yet riches to men of 
underſtending , nor yet fa 
| pour to men of chill but time 
| and ehance happens to them 

all. That is, there is a ſe- 

cret 'rovidence, which 
| | doth ſounavoidablyif- 
pole of theſe lower e- 
vents, that the likelieſt 
| means we can uſe,cannor 
| promiſe us any certain 
ſuccelle. 

They that with a com- 
paſſe wiſdom will belay 
| events, that with fore- 
caſts, and provifions will 
binde Providence,for the 
molt part, are not onely 
diſap- 


Fecleſ: 9, 
Il 


of Providence, | 


diſappointed in what 
they hoped for , but do 
| meet wirh a curſe initead 
of it. See that place, 1/a. 
| $0.11. Behold, all ye that 
[hindl 2 fire , that compaſſe 
| your ſelves about with ſparks, 
walk in the light of your fore, 
and in the Barks that you 
have kind/ed; This ſhall you 
have of my h-mds, you fpall 
lze doren in ſorroxe. 

3. Hence we learn to 
be equally prepared for 
all futare events, not 
wiſhing for one more 
then another. Whar ever 
comes to paſle (hall be 
beautiful , and therefore 
ſhould be welcomie. All 
things that betall usſbal 
lead us onto the ſame 
journeys end, Happines: 

F5 Ang: 


_—___ 


| 
| 
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Diſerr, Ii, 
2a.ca.7, 


p—_ 


| 


| And therefore we ſhould 


not in our expeQation of 
future matters ingage 
our ſelyes in the dehire of 
any particular ſucceſle. 
But with a travailers in- 
differency ( as EpiGetw 
ſpeaks in Arian.) who 
when he comesto doubt- 
tull curnings , doth not 
defire one way ſhould be 
true more then another. 
So ſhould we entertain 
every thing that we 
meet with in oar paſſage 
through this life. Eſpe 
cially fir.ce we are ſure, 
that there is none of 
them , but if we belong 
to God, ſhall further us 
in that which is our 
main bufineſle, our jour- 
ney to happinefſe. And 
ther 


— 
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 Iicitous abour any parti» | 


| 


therefore to be very fot- | 


calar (uccefle, what is it * 
but to limit and contine | 
| the power of God ? nay, 
to prefer our own policy | 
before the wiſedome ot | 
| Providence , as it we a- 
lone were able todiſcern 
what would be the beſt 
iffue of things. Mark how 
the ſame Heathen be- 
ſpeaks ſuch a perſon. 
Thou foolith man (ſaich 
he) doelt thou not delire 
that which will be moſt 
conventent for thee? And 
can there be any thing 
better then what God 


appoints. 1.78 3ny tn ot; 
$rai% ger 79s nenls, mpg. 
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eager 


_ 


by ſuch immodecate and | 
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| 
De Benef. 
1 lib.4 74. 


eager deſires, thou doetlt 
(as much as in thee lies) 
to corrupt thy Judge, 
and ſeduce thy. coun» 
ſellor. 

The Stoicks have many 
excellent paflages to this 
purpoſe. Nanquan ſapi- 
entem | ne ſubity 
({aith Seneca ) guts nibil 
melins ills tempore jieri po- 
tuit quam quod faitum eſt. 
A wiſe man is never 
troubled at any crofſe e- 
vent, He knows nothing 
could have been better 
then it is. Omnia iti ſuc- 
cedunt, nibel preter opinis= 
nem accidit, All things 
are ſucceſlefull to him, 
he is diſappointed in no- 
thing , becauſe indiffe- 
rent to every thing. 

While(t 
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Whilelt others are toffed 
/up and down betwixt 
| hopes and fears,hismind 
| is eſtabliſhed. 
| Now if meer reaſon 
could advance Heathen 
men to ſuch reſolutions, 
much more then ſhould 
a Chriſtians faith in the 
providence of God, with 
thole many. promiſes 
wherein he hath an in- 
tereſt, raiſe his minde to 
this heroick temper,and 
make him bend himſelt 
with a ſubmiſlve com» 
| pliance unto every con- 
' dition» 
| * Ob. But what then, 
| may not a man (nay 
(ſhould he not) be very 
\earneſt in his delzes and 
prayers, for ſome parti- 
cular 


res 


0. 


_ 
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rio | 
culardeliverance or blet- | 
ſing ? | 
Sol. | anſwer. Yes. But in | 


all temporal) matters, ir 
maſt be (till with a racir | 
ſubmiffion tothe will of 
God, who knows better 
what is fit for us,then we 
our ſel ves. Sze the exam- 
pleot Davideo this pur- 
poſe. 2 Sam. 15. 25. He 
was there put toa verie 
great exigence, his Son 
Abſolon, had ſuddenly 
raiſed a great Army a» 
gainithim,in ſo much as 
he was tain to fly tor his 
life. There were ſome of 
the Prieits adhered tc 
him, and followed him | 
with the Ark. But hegup- | 
on {erious thoughts de- | 
fices them to return a- 


gain. 


| of Providence. | x00 


| gain. For (ſaith he ) fl, 
Bat finde favour in the eyes 
of the Lord,he will bring me | 
again, and ſbew me both it 
and bis habitation ; But if 
be thus ſay unto me, T have 
no delight in thee, Behold 
bere I am, let bim ds to me, 
a ſeemeth good wnto bim. 
Here's no deep anxietic 
or ituation of ſpirit. No r 
| bicter exclaimingagainl(t 
|his unnacurall ſon, and 


| difloyall Subjetts, bur a 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| quiet ſuccumbency, an 
indifferent compoſure of 
minde, which reſolves to 
| be content in every con» 
dition. He puts the caſe 
both wayes, and is pro- 
vided for either. If it 
Drove after this manner, 
vhy then ſo. I «therwiſe, 

then 


© 
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Sol. 


| then thus. Satruc is that 
common Emblem , that 
every wile man is a cube 
or -dye, not to be flung 
from his bottom-Let him 
be caſt any way , he(till 
lights upon his right ba» 
fir whatever his condition 
may be, 5: fraltws illaba 
tur orbis, yet his minde is 
ſill calm and peaceable. 

Ob. But would you 
have a man turn Stoick ? 
ſhould he not be erou- 
bled a: the affiitions 
that befall him ? 

Sol. I anſwer. Yes: He 
muſt be ſenhible of- his 
ſufferings, and conſe- 
quently cannot bur 
grieve under them; eſpe» 
cially ſo far as his own 
lin and negle& hath oc-. 
caſioned, 


cafioned them. Bur then 
it ſhonld be his care to 
quiet his heart from im- 
moderate trouble,by the 
contideration of that 
wife Providence, who 
doth diſpoſe of all for 
the belt. 

4. Laſtly , hence we 
learn, to behave our 
ſelves with chearfwineſe 
and contentment under all 
thole conditions which 
the Providence of God 
ſha!l think fitteſt for us. 
Tis the Wiſemans own 
interence from the text, 
in the verſes immediate- 
ly after it. There #s notbing 
better then for a max to re- 
Jayce,and dv good in hug life; 
that be ſbouldeat and drinks 
= inJoy the good of bis la» 


bour. 


ls. 
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| Equum 


eſt ut ho- 


/winip'a- 


cet, quic+ 


[Pod placet 


| Deo, 


| 


bomr. For if every thins 
be beſt which God ap» 
points, we have no rea- 
ton then to be troubled 
at any event. Whai 
though ic do crofle our 
defires, yet *ewould not 
have been ſowell, it i: 
had been otherwil: 
Things cannot be becre: 
with us then chey are- 
David thought it a hard 
caſe, that his childe by] 
Buhbfpebas mult dyc- Bu; 

did he loole any thing] 
by ic? was it not better 

tor him to have ſuch a 

legitimate Heir as Soly- * 
mon was? We are bur ill * 
contrivers of our own 

weltare, and thercfocre 

{hould withoue murmur» 

ing ſubmic our ſelves : 
and 


» : 
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* 


and affairs to the go- 
vernment of Providence. 
What though that do 
[traiten us in our defires? 
you are content tolec the 
Phyſitian bar you of ma- 
ny things, becaute he 
hath calt your water,felc 
your pulſe. Contider 
then,doth it not asmuch 
concern us to provide for 
the ſalvation of our 
(ouls,as the health of our | 
bodies? or doth not God 
underſtand this, as well 
as the Phyhtian thate ?] 
What realon have we 
then to repine at his pro- 
ceedings ? He was a wile 
Son in Plutarch, who be- | 
ing told by a friend that | 
his Father would diſ-in- 
heric him ; Anſwered, 
Non 
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Non faciet niſt faciendum: 
He will do nothing bur 
what he ſhuuld. Thus 
ſhould a Chriſtian wil 
lingly religne up himſelf 
in every conditivn tothe 
diſpoſall of Providence. 
Do but apply this con- 
Uderation according to 
the (everall occafions of 
our lives. When your 
cart» are at any time a» 
mazed or dejeRted with 
the chought of the pub- 
lick confuſions; Remem- 
ber, that God (its in hea» 
ven, obſerving and or- 
dering all theſe inferior 
motions for the beſt. 
And ſo too in thecaſe 
of particular ſufferings, 
tis likely that there isnort 
any among you , but 


— 


hath | 
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hath ſome Kkinde of pri- 
vate trouble & grievance 
to which he is more ef; 

cially expoſed. Either 
weaknes of body, or too 
narrow a fortune, loſſes 
in your eſtates, diſap» 
pointment in yourhopes 
ynhappie relations, or 
thelike. And theſethings 
as we are men, cannot 
chuſe but grate upon our 
ſpirits, with ſome kinde 
of harſhneſfſe and diſcon- 
tent. Buc now, as Belee- 
vers , we have a remedie 
againſt them. For conft- 
der, there is nothing be» 
fals us by chance. All 
things are ordered by 
the deliberate counſell 
and fore-knuwledge of 
God. He is as exattly 


Care» 


: 
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carefull ot every one of 

us, as if he had nething 

; elfeto look after. Do nor 
think that any trouble 

| befals you ( becauſe he 
' doth not regard, for his | 
care & providence doth 

| extend to all things; nor 
becauſe he canet heap, 

| for he is Almighty ; gor 
| becauſe he will nor, for he 
is equally infinice in all 
his Attributes 3 Bur be- 
cauſe his wiſcdome finds 
chat condition to be fit- 
teſt tor theezthere is ſome 
thing amiſſe which ſhold 
| be mended. When the ſu- 
| perfluous hirmour is cor- 
| rected, the phyhicall po- 
tion ſhal be taken away; 
And tis not reaſonable 

ro expect phylick and 

| health 
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keateh both together, 
When the wound is hea» 
led, theſmarting plailter 
; ſhall be removed. And 
| thou mayelt confidently 
| lay with David,Pſal.119. 
| 75; I know O Lord that thy 
| judgements are riubt , and 
| that thou in faitbfulnes haſt 
| offulted me. 
| How happy might we 
| be, if we could (ertle our 
hearts upon theſe conlt- 
derations ? 
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